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CHAPTER LIH.

the week that elapsed after the arrival of Theodora
at the camp, many recruits and considerable supplies of
military stores reached the valley. Theodora really acted
as secretary to the General, and her labours were not light.
Though Lothair was frequently in her presence, they were
never or rarely alone, and when they conversed together
her talk was of details. The scouts, too, had brought
information, which might have been expected, that their
rendezvous was no longer a secret at Rome. The garrison
of the neighbouring town of Viterbo had therefore been
increased, and there was even the commencement of an
entrenched camp in the vicinity of that place, to be garri-
soned by a detachment of the legion of Antibcs and other
good troops, so that any junction between the General and
Garibaldi, if contemplated, should not be easily effected.

In the meantime, the life of the camp was busy. The
daily drill and exercise of two thousand men was not a
slight affair, and the constant changes in orders which the
arrival of bodies of recruits occasioned rendered this primary
duty more difficult; the office of quartermaster required
the utmost resource and temper; the commissariat, which
from the nature of the country could depend little upon
forage, demanded extreme husbandry and forbearance. But
perhaps no labours were more severe than those of the
armourers, the clink of whose instruments resounded un-
ceasingly in the valley. And yet such is the magic of
method, when directed by a master mind, that the whole
went on with the regularity and precision of machinery.
More than two thousand armed men, all f*f whom had been
accustomed to an irregular, some to a law less Life, were as